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or incident files as described in § 804.35,
and to permit any authorized FDA em-
ployee at all reasonable times to have
access to, and to copy and verify, the
records contained in this file. This part
supplements, and does not supersede,
other provisions of this subchapter, in-
cluding the provisions of part 820 of
this chapter.

(b) References in this part to regu-
latory sections of the Code of Federal
Regulations are to chapter I of title 21,
unless otherwise noted.

§ 804.3 Definitions.
(a) Act means the Federal Food,

Drug, and Cosmetic Act.
(b)-(c) [Reserved]
(d) Distributor means any person, in-

cluding any person who imports a de-
vice into the United States, who fur-
thers the marketing of a device from
the original place of manufacture to
the person who makes final delivery or
sale to the ultimate user but who does
not repackage or otherwise change the
container, wrapper, or labeling of the
device or device package. One who re-
packages or otherwise changes the con-
tainer, wrapper, or labeling, is a manu-
facturer under § 804.3(k).

(e) Distributor Report Number means
the number that uniquely identifies
each report submitted by a distributor.
Distributors who receive or submit re-
ports shall use their seven digit FDA
registration number, calendar year
that the report is received, and a se-
quence number. For example, the com-
plete number will appear as follows:
1234567–1991–0001. Distributor report
numbers shall also be required on FDA
form 3500A.

(f) FDA means the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.

(g) [Reserved]
(h) Incident files are those files con-

taining documents or other informa-
tion, which are related to adverse
events that may have been caused by a
device.

(i) Information that reasonably suggests
that there is a probability that a device
has caused or contributed to a death or
serious injury or serious illness means in-
formation, including professional, sci-
entific, or medical facts, observations,

or opinions, which would cause a rea-
sonable person to believe that a device
caused or contributed to a death, seri-
ous injury, or serious illness.

(j) Malfunction means the failure of a
device to meet any of its performance
specifications or otherwise to perform
as intended. Performance specifica-
tions include all claims made in the la-
beling for the device. The intended per-
formance of a device refers to the ob-
jective intent of the persons legally re-
sponsible for the labeling of the device.
The intent is determined by such per-
sons’ expressions or may be shown by
the circumstances surrounding the dis-
tribution of the device. This objective
intent may, for example, be shown by
labeling claims, advertising matter, or
oral or written statements by such per-
sons or their representatives. It also
may be shown by the circumstances
that the device is, with the knowledge
of such persons or their representa-
tives, offered and used to perform a
function for which it is neither labeled
nor advertised.

(k) Manufacturer means any person
who manufactures, prepares, propa-
gates, compounds, assembles, or proc-
esses a device chemically, physically,
biologically, or by other procedures.
The term includes any person who:

(1) Repackages or otherwise changes
the container, wrapper, or labeling of a
device in furtherance of the distribu-
tion of the device from the original
place of manufacture, to the person
who makes final delivery or sale to the
ultimate user or consumer;

(2) Initiates specifications for devices
that are manufactured by a second
party for subsequent distribution by
the person initiating the specifica-
tions; or

(3) Manufactures components or ac-
cessories which are devices that are
ready to be used and are intended to be
commercially distributed and are in-
tended to be used as is, or are processed
by a licensed practitioner or other
qualified person to meet the needs of a
particular patient.

(l) MDR means medical device report.
(m) MDR reportable event means:

VerDate 14<MAY>98 09:12 May 20, 1998 Jkt 179073 PO 00000 Frm 00050 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\179073.TXT 179073-3



55

Food and Drug Administration, HHS § 804.9

(1) The event for which a distributor,
other than an importer, required to re-
port under this part has received or be-
come aware of information that rea-
sonably suggests that there is a prob-
ability that a device has caused or con-
tributed to a death, serious illness, or
serious injury; or

(2) The event for which an importer
required to report under this part has
received or become aware of informa-
tion that reasonably suggests that a
device may have caused or contributed
to a death or serious injury; or

(3) A malfunction, for which a dis-
tributor, other than an importer, re-
quired to report under this part has re-
ceived or become aware of information
that reasonably suggests that there is
a probability that the device, if the
malfunction were to recur, would be
likely to cause or contribute to a
death, serious illness, or serious injury;
or

(4) A malfunction, for which an im-
porter required to report under this
part has received or become aware of
information that reasonably suggests
that a device has malfunctioned and
that such device or a similar device
would be likely to cause or contribute
to a death or serious injury if the mal-
function were to recur.

(n)-(p) [Reserved]
(q) Permanent means nonreversible

impairment or damage.
(r) Probability, probable, or probably

means, for purposes of this section,
that a person would have reason to be-
lieve, based upon an analysis of the
event and device, that the device has
caused or contributed to an adverse
event. This term does not signify sta-
tistical probability.

(s) A remedial action is any recall, re-
pair, modification, adjustment, relabel-
ing, destruction, inspection, patient
monitoring, notification, or any other
action relating to a device that is initi-
ated by a distributor, in response to in-
formation that it receives or otherwise
becomes aware of, that reasonably sug-
gests that one of its marketed devices
has caused or contributed to an MDR
reportable event.

(t) Serious illness means an event
that:

(1) Is life threatening;

(2) Results in permanent impairment
of a body function or permanent dam-
age to the body structure; or

(3) Necessitates immediate medical
or surgical intervention to preclude
permanent impairment of a body func-
tion or permanent damage to a body
structure.

(u) Serious injury means an event
that:

(1) Is life threatening;
(2) Results in permanent impairment

of a body function or permanent dam-
age to a body structure, or

(3) Necessitates medical or surgical
intervention to preclude permanent
impairment of a body function or per-
manent damage to a body structure.

(v) [Reserved]
(w) Work day means Monday through

Friday excluding Federal holidays.
Federal holidays include New Year’s
Day, Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birth-
day, Presidents’ Day, Memorial Day,
Independence Day, Labor Day, Colum-
bus Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving
Day, and Christmas Day.

(x) Any term defined in section 201 of
the act shall have the same definition
unless otherwise defined in this part.

§ 804.9 Public availability of reports.

(a) Any report, including any FDA
record of a telephone report, submitted
under this part is available for public
disclosure in accordance with part 20 of
this chapter.

(b) Before public disclosure of a re-
port, FDA will delete from the report:

(1) Any information that constitutes
trade secret or confidential commer-
cial or financial information under
§ 20.61 of this chapter; and

(2) Any personnel, medical, and simi-
lar information, including the serial
numbers of implanted devices, which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy under
§ 20.63 of this chapter; provided, that,
except for the information under § 20.61
of this chapter, FDA will disclose to a
patient who requests a report all the
information in the report concerning
that patient.
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